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PREFACE 

In t h e  Aus t r a l i an  His tory  course o f f e r e d  i n  Second Year a t  
t h e  Univers i ty  o f  Newcastle, a s  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  p rogress ive  assessment, 
s tuden t s  have the  oppor tun i ty  o f  e i t h e r  p re sen t ing  a  convent ional  
essay  o r  o f  researching  a  t o p i c  o f  t h e i r  own choice from primary 
sou rces .  Many s tuden t s  choose t h e  second a l t e r n a t i v e ,  and s i n c e  t h i s  
programme began i n  1976 a  cons iderable  corpus o f  m a t e r i a l  on t h e  l o c a l  
h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  a r e a  has been b u i l t  up. The papers  a r e  a l l  a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  p u b l i c  use i n  t h e  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Newcastle Publ ic  
Library.  The b e s t  o f  t h e  papers ,  however, a r e  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  a  
wider r eade r sh ip  by publ i sh ing  them each year .  

This ,  un fo r tuna te ly ,  may be t h e  l a s t  i s s u e  o f  t h e  pub l i ca t ion ,  
a s  a  r eo rgan i sa t ion  o f  t h e  courses  o f f e r e d  i n  t h i s  department has 
meant t h a t  Aus t r a l i an  His tory  w i l l  be taught  i n  F i r s t  Year only,  where 
uns t ruc tu red  p r i v a t e  r e sea rch  by s t u d e n t s  would be l e s s  app ropr i a t e .  
However, t h e  e d i t o r s  hope you w i l l  f i n d  t h e  papers i n  t h i s  volume as  
i n t e r e s t i n g  and usefu l  a s  we d i d .  

Pe t e r  Hempenstall, Margaret Henry, Noel Rutherford.  
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A PRELIMINARY SKETCH OF 

ITALIAN IMMIGRATION TO THE HUNTER REGION 

MAUREEN STRAZZARI 

SYNOPSIS : 

The Hunter Region has never a t t r a c t e d  many o f  the I t a l i a n s  who have 
migrated t o  Aust ra l ia .  This i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  of the  ou te r  region.  
Except f o r  some fishermen i n  t h e  Tuncurry a rea , ,  those I t a l i a n s  who did  
s e t t l e  i n  t h e  Hunter Region before t h e  Second World War were mostly 
from only a few provinces i n  northern I t a l y .  Many of these pre-war 
migrants s e t t l e d  i n  areas o f f e r i n g  employment oppor tuni t ies ,  such as 
Minmi, Kurri Kurri,  Cessnock and Boolaroo, where the re  were coal  mines, 
o r  around the  B.H. P .  Others s e t  up market gardens nea r  Raymond Terrace 
o r  Warners Bay. Some es tab l i shed  t h e i r  own businesses,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  
the  r e t a i l  l i quor  t r ade .  The descendents o f  many of  these  pioneer 
migrants,  some of  whom s e t t l e d  i n  the  region as  e a r l y  as 1881, are s t i l l  
l i v i n g  i n  the  region,  although they have been absorped i n t o  the  community 
through marriage. Af ter  t h e  Second World War most I t a l i a n  migrants came 
from t h e  south of I t a l y .  They s t i l l  come from p a r t i c u l a r  v i l l a g e s  o r  
provinces, however, such as Lettopallena,  Caccuri and Venezia-Giulia. 
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The e a r l y  I t a l i a n  migrants t o  Aust ra l ia ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  those who 
arr ived during the  period 1876-1899, contained an extremely high prop- 
o r t ion  from North I t a l y ,  mostly from Lombardia and Piemonte, and i n  f a c t  
almost ha l f  came from one small province of Sondrio.16 The only Southern 
I t a l i a n s  coming i n  any numbers were S i c i l i a n s  from the  Lipari Is lands 
(Messina) .17 Jhis  narrow t e r r i t o r i a l  base of o r ig in  was r e f l ec t ed  i n  the  
Hunter ~ e ~ i o n '  which, along with t h e  na t ional  t rend,  although only t o  a 
s l i g h t  degree, saw i n  the  ea r ly  twentieth century, a broadening of t h a t  
base t o  include o ther  northern provinces such a s  veneto.l9 I t  was between 
the wars t h a t  t h e  Southern I t a l i a n s  began t o  overtake t h e i r  northern 
compatriots a s  migrants t o  Aust ra l ia ,  a t rend which has continued. By 
1950 only a l i t t l e  more than a qua r t e r  of t he  I t a l i a n  migrants were from 
the  north.20 The predominance of Southern I t a l i a n s  was, however, a pos t -  
Second World War phenomenon i n  t h e  Hunter Region, where, u n t i l  then,  
except f o r  t he  Tuncurry area ,  t he  provinces of o r ig in  appear overwhelmingly 
t o  have been Lombardia, F r i u l i ,  Veneto and Piemonte. 2 1 

This tendency t o  regional  o r  v i l l a g e  concentrations of set t lement  did 
not  lead t o  s t a t i c  communities inpre-war Aust ra l ia .  Rather, f l uc tua t ing  
regional employment oppor tuni t ies  during t h e  economic depression, and l a t e r ,  
prejudice generated, o r  i n  some cases,  exacerbated, by the  Second World 
War, led t o  f l u i d  I t a l i a n  communities, e spec ia l ly  among t h e  l a rge  proportion 
of unattached I ta l ian-born  males.22 Thus during t h i s  period q u i t e  a number 
of I t a l i a n s  who had been working i n  the  Hunter Region e i t h e r  l e f t  
~ u s t r a l i a , ~ ~  o r  d r i f t e d  away t o  o ther  a reas ,  e spec ia l ly  Queensland and the  
Riverina. Some l e f t  permanently, o thers  temporarily,  when they were 
unable t o  obtain work during the  depression, o r  when they were put off 
from places of employment, such a s  the  B . H . P . ,  and Stockton Borehole 
Col l ie ry ,  during. the  war years .24 Others escaped economic competition by 
becoming self-employed, of ten a s  market gardeners.  25 Several i n  the  loca l  
region, who had land i n  Raymond Terrace, and l a t e r ,  Warners Bay, were i n  
t h i s  way ab le  t o  o f f e r  a s s i s t ance  t o  t h e i r  unemployed fellow-countryment. 2 6 

The o r ig in  of I t a l i a n  set t lement  i n  the  Hunter Region da tes  back a t  
l e a s t  t d  1881, and the  Marquis de Rayst i l l - f a t e d  and fraudulent attempt 
t o  colonise New I re land ,  which r e su l t ed  i n  about 200 I t a l i a n s  being 
rescued by the  New South Wales Government. S i r  Henry Parkes made it 
c l e a r  t o  them on a r r i v a l  t h a t  t he re  would be no approval of t h e i r  s e t t i n g  
up "a colony within a colonyft and t h a t  they must a l l  accept any f a i r  o f f e r  
of employment. 27 M r .  Carlo Marina from Murrumburrah made arrangements fo r  
some of these  people t o  be employed a t  various p a r t s  of t he  colony, 
including ~ e s s n o c k  .28 During the following two years ,  however, most of 
these  I t a l i a n s  followed Rocco Caminati i n  forming a set t lement  on t h e  
North Coast of New South Wales, which came t o  be known a s  New ~ t a l ~ . ~ '  
Prominent among them was t h e  Nardi family.30 Not a l l  t h e  s e t t l e r s  i n  
New I t a l y  had been on the  Marquis de Rays1 expedition; t he re  were some 
I t a l i a n s  who had heard about New I t a l y  and t r a v e l l e d  the re  from other  
a reas .  One such was M r .  Innocente Talamini, who subsequently married 
one of the  Nardi daughters, Annetta. The Talaminis l e f t  New I t a l y  i n  
1914 f o r  Sydney. A l i t t l e  l a t e r  they came t o  t h e  Hunter Region, t o  the  
Hunter River Hotel i n  East Maitland, and i n  December 1924 they opened up 
t h e i r  wine shop i n  ~ o o l a r o o . ~ ~  

Not a l l  the  survivors  of t h e  Marquis de Rays' expedition went t o  
New I t a l y .  The th ree  Scala brothers ,  f o r  ins tance ,  s e t t l e d  immediately 
i n  the  Hunter Region, a t  Minmi, and Raymond Terrace .32 Adella, a daughter 
of M r .  and Mrs. Angelo Scala,  who had acquired a property i n  Stroud Road, 
Euralong, near  Raymond Terrace, married Faustino Ch ia re l l i .  The C h i a r e l l i s  
l ived  a t  Wallsend, and M r .  Ch ia re l l i  worked a s  a coal miner a t  Minmi. 
Later,  when the  mine opened a t  Cessnock, they s e t t l e d  there.33 



Another family from t h e  famed expedi t ion  was t h e  Ros family.34 This  
family s e t t l e d  i n  t h e  Guildford a r e a  i n  Sydney, and when Vito Loscocco, 
a  s a i l o r  working on c o a s t a l  s h i p s ,  went t o  Sydney i n  1883 t o  be esented  
with a  gold medal f o r  h i s  p a r t  i n  a  rescue  on the  Clarence River3' he met 
Miss Vi rg in i a  Ros, whom he l a t e r  marr ied.  Mr. Loscocco became a p i l o t  
boatman i n  Newcastle and was involved i n  another  rescue ,  t h a t  of  t h e  
IAdolphe1, a t  t h e  en t rance  t o  Newcastle Harbour, i n  1904. He l ived  a t  
t h e  P i l o t  Ter ra  e ,  Pa rne l l  P lace ,  Newcastle, with h i s  family,  u n t i l  h i s  
death i n  1916. 38 

From these  beginnings,  t h e r e  was by t h e  l a t e  1920s, a  permanent 
nucleus of  I t a l i a n  s e t t l e r s  i n  t h e  Newcastle-Cessnock region .  Some had 
s e t t l e d  i n  small groups around p laces  of employment. For example, t h e  
F i l i p u z z i ,  Pirona and Movig l i a t t i  f a m i l i e s  were i n  t h e  Maryvil le ,  Mayfield 
a r e a s .  Others,  l i k e  t h e  Morellos,  l i v e d  a t  Boolaroo, near  t h e  Stockton 
Borehole Co l l i e ry ,  while  t h e  P i l a t t i ,  Toneguzzi and Negri f ami l i e s  had 
land f o r  market gardening i n  Bayview S t r e e t ,  Warners Bay (now Mount 
Hutton) .  Although t h e r e  were exceptions,  f o r  example, t h e  Cardenzanas, 
who a r r i v e d  i n  1921, it was gene ra l ly  t h e  very  e a r l y  I t a l i a n s  who s e t t l e d  
a t  Minmi, Kurri  Kurri  and Cessnock. Some of  t h e  e a r l y  s e t t l e r s  had, by 
t h e  l a t e  1920s, e s t a b l i s h e d  bus inesses .  The Talaminis,  a s  mentioned 
above, had a  wine shop i n  Boolaroo, M r .  Giovanni Ruggero (and l a t e r ,  h i s  
widow) was a  f r u i t  and wine r e t a i l e r  i n  Newcastle, and t h e  Bonomini, 
Ruggeri and Cardenzana f ami l i e s  had success fu l ly  en tered  the  h o t e l  
bus iness .  37 To adminis te r  t o  t h e i r  medical needs was D r .  Giuseppe 
Marol l i ,  whose p r a c t i c e  was i n  Denison S t r e e t ,  Hamilton. D r .  Marol l i  
had a r r i v e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  a s  a  young man i n  1 9 0 6 ~ ~  and had served a s  a  
Major i n  t h e  Aust ra l ian  Army i n  t h e  f i r s t  World Many I t a l i a n s  
v i v i d l y  r e c a l l  he lp ing  t o  b u i l d  h i s  f l v i l l a ' l  a t  Kilaben Bay (which i s  s t i l l  
s tanding)  .40 

M r .  Frank Bonofigl io of Kahibah r e t a i n s  l i n k s  with these  pre-war 
years  by l i v i n g  next  door (and on t h e  same p l o t  of land) t o  t h e  family 
house which h i s  p ionee r ing  f a t h e r  b u i l t  from.mud b r i c k s .  The house has 
been extended and i s  now occupied by a  t h i r d  genera t ion  o f  Bonofiglios,  
and t h e i r  chi ldren.41 Also, Mrs. F i l i p u z z i  of  Maryvil le  has remained i n  
t h e  same house which h e r  l a t e  husband occupied when he f i r s t  a r r i v e d  i n  
A u s t r a l i a  i n  1924. The home of  h e r  daughter ,  Mrs. Maria Pirona,  backs 
on t o  t h e  F i l l i p u z z i  home. 4 2 

The h i s t o r y  of  t h e  F i l ipuzz i -P i rona  f ami l i e s  i s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  l o c a l  
example of a  pre-war migrat ion chain t o  A u s t r a l i a ,  and i t s  r e a c t i v a t i o n  
a f t e r  t he  Second World War. I t  a l s o  demonstrates t h e  suppor t ive  and 
cohesive r e l a t i o n s  which p reva i l ed  between members of t h e  cha in ,  i n  s p i t e  
of  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  geographic d i spe r s ion  during t h e  pre-war yea r s  of  
economic depress ion ,  

The chain began with M r .  Dominico F i l i p u z z i  from t h e  province of 
Udine, who had a l r eady  been t o  South America be fo re  t h e  F i r s t  World War, 43 

and had r e tu rned  t o  I t a l y  where he served i n  t h e  I t a l i a n  Army, be fo re  
deciding t o  come t o  A u s t r a l i a .  A young man who l i v e d  i n  t h e  ad jo in ing  
v i l l a g e ,  and who had heard of  Mr. F i l i p u z z i  and h i s  depar ture ,  went 
over  t h e  br idge  t o  t h e  neighbouring v i l l a g e  t o  c a l l  on M r .  F i l i p u z z i ' s  
wife, t o  enquire  how h e r  husband was f a r i n g  and a l s o  t o  ask f o r  h i s  
address .  When Mrs. F i l i p u z z i  a r r i v e d  i n  A u s t r a l i a  t h e  fol lowing year  
with h e r  t h r e e  ch i ld ren  ( a  f o u r t h  was born i n  A u s t r a l i a ) ,  t h e  young man, 
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M r .  Giobatta Pirona, was l i v ing  i n  the  F i l ipuzz i  home a t  Maryville.  Two 
years l a t e r ,  Giobatta acted a s  guarantor f o r  h i s  bro ther ,  Aldo, t o  come 
t o  Aust ra l ia ,  and from then on q u i t e  a number o f  paesani (fellow v i l l age r s )  
a r r ived .  Because of t h e  lack o f  employment o p p o r m s  i n  the  Hunter 
Region, t h i s  group of men; including Aldo Pirona, l e f t  Newcastle t o  work i n  
Queensland, but  they used t o  r e tu rn  t o  the  F i l ipuzz i  home each Christmas, 
and s t a y  f o r  several  weeks. Typical ly,  these men, who had a r r ived  from 
I t a l y  unattached, gradually sent  f o r  t h e i r  wives and family, o r  returned 
t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  i n  I t a l y  t o  marry. One, M r .  Leonarduzzi, had been l e f t  
a widower with fou r  ch i ldren ,  including a son, Neil .  In the meantime, 
i n  1938, M r .  Giobatta Pirona had married one of  the  F i l ipuzz i  daughters,  
Maria. After  the  war, i n  1948, h i s  bro ther ,  Aldo, returned t o  I t a l y  t o  
be married. The following year ,  when h i s  wife came t o  Aust ra l ia ,  she 
brought with her  her  s i s t e r ,  who, it had been arranged, was t o  go t o  
Queensland t o  marry the  widower, M r .  Leonarduzzi. (The couple were known 
t o  one another,  being paesani . )  On the  same sh ip  t o  Aust ra l ia  was Angelo, 
another Pirona brother-~iobatta had sponsored, and who went t o  l i v e  
i n  Sydney with Aldo, who by t h a t  time had found work the re  with a firm 
owned by I t a l i a n s ,  The Malocco   rot hers.^^ Also on the  ship was 
M r .  Carlo Narboni, who had been nominated by M r .  F i l i p  M r .  Narboni 
had been i n  Aust ra l ia  s ince  1941 a s  a prisoner-of-war. e was sent  t o  
Fort Scratchley i n  1945, along with o the r  I t a l i a n  prisoners-of-war and it 
was while he was there  t h a t  he met the  F i l ipuzz i  and Pirona f ami l i e s ,  and 
used t o  v i s i t  t h e i r  homes. He was shipped back t o  I t a l y  a t  t he  end of 
1946 but a year  l a t e r  he returned t o  Aust ra l ia  and i n  1950 he married 
Mrs. Maria P i ronals  younger s i s t e r ,  Caterina F i l ipuzz i ,  and the  couple 
s e t t l e d  a t  Raymond Terrace. Eventually,  t h e i r  daughter married Neil 
Leonarduzzi from Queensland. This couple a l s o  s e t t l e d  a t  Raymond 
Terrace, but  t h e i r  name has been changed t o  ~ e o n a r d . ~ ~  

M r .  and Mrs. Narbonils daughter i s  an exception i n  the Newcastle- 
Cessnock region. Almost invar iab ly  the descendents of the pre-war 
I t a l i a n  migrants have been absorbed by intermarriage i n t o  the Austral ian 
community. While many of t h e i r  names, e .g.  C h i a r e l l i  , Bonomini, 
Toneguzzi, Ruggeri, Ruggero, F i l i puzz i ,  Pirona, Morello, Omodei, 
Movigl ia t t i ,  Talamini, Bonofiglio, Sedran, Scala,  Cardenzana, have been 
re ta ined  through the  male members of  t he  f ami l i e s ,  t h e  female members, 
with married names l i k e  Wakley, Ritchie,  Sweet, a r e  indis t inguishable  
from t h e i r  s i s t e r s  of  Br i t i sh  o r ig in .  Some I t a l i a n  names such a s  
Loscoco, Negri and Conti w i l l  d i e  ou t ,  a s  o thers  have already,  because 
the re  a re  no male h e i r s ,  and the re  a r e  the  occasional names, l i k e  
Leonarduzzi , which have been changed. 47 

I t  i s  not poss ib le ,  within the  l i m i t s  of t h i s  essay,  t o  look a t  the 
post-war migration i n  the  Hunter Region i n  any depth, but  it seems 
des i rab le  t o  include i n  t h i s  background study a very b r i e f  introduct ion 
t o  some in t e re s t ing  aspects  which could be expanded i n  any fu tu re ,  more 
comprehensive h i s t o r y .  

One i n t e r e s t i n g  aspect concerns the  migration chain t o  Aust ra l ia  
from the v i l l a g e  of Lettopalena, Abbruzzi, which da tes  back t o  the  1920s 
i n  Queensland, but  which d id  not  gain momentum, o r  take root  i n  Newcastle, 
u n t i l  a f t e r  the Second World War, and i t  did so then a s  the r e s u l t  of the  
v i l l a g e  being destroyed by German bombs i n  1 9 4 3 . ~ ~  The f i r s t  Le t t e s i  
a r r ived  i n  Newcastle i n  1947 and by 1962 the  number had r i s e n  t o  86,49 
while the community a t  t he  present  time comprises some 100 fami l ies .  50 
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views with var ious  family members; a l s o  na tu ra l i za t ion  cards.  

Natural izat ion card.  
Interview with Mrs. L.  F i l ipuzz i  who informed me t h a t  Dr. M a r o l l i t s  

name i s  engraved on the  cenotaph i n  Gregson Park, Hamilton. 
This has been s i t e d .  

Various interviews.  
Interview with M r .  Frank Bonofiglio. Also c e r t i f i c a t e  of  na tu ra l -  

i z a t i o n ,  and other  documents o f  h i s  f a t h e r ,  M r .  P i e t ro  
Bonofiglio. 

Natural izat ion cards ,  and interview with Mrs. Maria Pirona.  
Charles A .  Pr ice ,  o p . c i t . ,  p .  105, g ives  examples of t h e  number of 

e a r l y  Southern European s e t t l e r s  who had been t o  o the r  countr ies  
before a r r iv ing  i n  Aus t ra l i a .  

This f i r m  employed I t a l i a n  t e r razzo  workers, some of whom came t o  
Newcastle and stayed with t h e  F i l ipuzz i s  while working on a new 
block of t h e  Royal Newcastle H o s ~ i t a l :  see  The Newcastle 
Morning ~ e r a l d , .  6 May, 1949, p .  1: 

There were 18,432 I t a l i a n s  t ranspor ted  t o  Aus t ra l i a  a s  prisoners-of-  
war. Their  r e p a t r i a t i o n  was- complete by 1947, but  some were 
allowed t o  remain i n  Aus t ra l i a ,  while many others  re turned:  
Address by t h e  Minister  f o r  Immigration, t h e  Hon. H . F .  Opperman, 
t o  the  I t a l i a n  Society f o r  In te rna t iona l  Organization, Rome, 
27 Apr i l ,  1965, p.5.  
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Primary Source Mater ia l :  

P r i v a t e  documents, such as C e r t i f i c a t e s  o f  Na tu ra l i za t ion ,  Marriage 
C e r t i f i c a t e s . t h  C e r t i f i c a t e s ,  Embarkation Papers,  e t c .  of 

~ o n o f i ~ l i o ,  P i e t r o  Giovanni 
Cardenzana, F i l i ppo  Giaccomo 
Conti ,  Andrea Frederico 
F i l i p u z z i ,  Dominico 
Loscocco, Vito ( t o  be s i t e d )  
Morello,  Sebast iano 
Nardi,  Annetta 
Negri , Prospero 
Pirona,  Giobat ta  
S t r a z z a r i ,  Si lvano 
Talamini , Innocente 

Newspapers 

Newcastle Morning Herald, 6 May 1949 
17 June 1980 
28 June 1980 

The Maitland Mercury, 26 Apr i l  1881 

Unpublished Mater ia l :  

Applicat ion f o r  n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  cards  1903-1947 ( r e f e r r e d  t o  throughout 
throughout the  essay  a s  t l n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  ca rds t t )  , f o r  I t a l i a n  migrants 
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  fol lowing a reas  a t  t h e  t ime o f  a p p l i c a t i o n .  

Manning 
Wingham 
Taree ( n i l )  
Gloucester  
Stroud 
Hunt er-Merriwa 
Scone 
Single ton  ( n i l )  
Muswellbrook ( n i  1) 
Kears l e y  
Cessnock 
West Maitland ( n i l )  
Tarro 
Greta 
Por t  Stephens ( n i l )  
Raymond Terrace 
Newcastle Ci ty  
Newcastle Suburbs 

These cards a r e  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  from t h e  o r i g i n a l  o f f i c i a l  app l i ca t ion  
forms and were c o l l e c t e d  by D r .  Charles A. P r i ce ,  Department o f  Demography, 
Aust ra l ian  National  Univers i ty  f o r  r e sea rch  purposes, and who were very 
k indly  allowed me access  t o  them. 

L e t t e r  t o  t h e  w r i t e r  from D r .  Charles  A .  Pr ice ,  2 June 1980. 






